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The audiences were enormous at the school gatherings this 
year; a fact seen as highly encouraging of the expanding 
support for the hippo sanctuary effort.  And the community 
elders, parents, and teachers were eager to show me their 
gratitude for being the bearer of good news, and did so by 
presenting me with gifts in the form of chickens and yams.  
These were handily strapped to the back of my motorcycle 
for the rugged journey back to my house.  Africans seem 
to be able to strap just about anything to the back of a 
motorcycle and guarantee its safe arrival at destination; 
these, my chickens and yams were no exception.

We also proceeded with Education Fund activities.  At this time 
of year, it is time once again to select our annual high school 
scholarship winners.  By the end of this year’s scholarship drive, 
we will have a total of 9 students in the scheme: 5 returning 
benefi ciaries in their second and third years, and an additional 
4 new recipients.  And for the fi rst time, we welcome a female 
benefi ciary!  Though the school year offi cially starts in September, 
it seems to take forever for all of the government paperwork to 
be completed and for classes to actually start.  Hopefully by mid-
November we will have paid out all of the 2007 scholarship awards.

Solar lighting continues to present challenges for us at the Hippo 
Sanctuary.  At the moment we are intent on improving the LED 
lamp designs to work better with our dry and heated savannah 
conditions.  To this end, we enjoyed a week-long visit with an 
engineer from Philips who is part of the Dutch team designing the 
latest lamp for West African applications.  Vicky was a rough and 
ready sort, well-qualifi ed for the task at hand and able to take 
everything in stride.  It will be exciting to see what the Philips team 
is able to create based on her impact with the fi eld!  

And fi nally, I think I will close this report by going back to the topic that started it off: 
Ramadan.  At the end of Ramadan, we enjoy a celebration that is the Muslim equivalent to 
Christmas: Eid-ul Fitr.  Everyone has a new and colourful outfi t sewn.  We eat and drink, 
dance and sing.  Everyone is happy to be strong and healthy…and to be free to eat and drink 
again!  Children dress up and go from house to house asking for candy (like Halloween!).  
The costumes and activities in Wechiau made me feel so welcome in the community, as 
everyone wanted to celebrate with me in my participation in the annual ritual.  After four 
years in Ghana, I think I am fi nally home.
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